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ADDRESS BY THE PREZLIR, DR. CENODI JAGAN
DELIVERED ON HIS BEHALF BY JANGT JAGAN
AT THE WINNIPEG PRESS CLUD ANNUAL
DINNER ON APRIL 26, 1963.

Ladies ond Gentlemen,

I deeply regret that I csnnot be with you tonight. A
general strike has been called by the Trades Union Council. It is
joined by a strike of the Civil Service.

This is the lstest attempt t» overthrow my Government.
The U.K. commission which enquired into the disturbsnces in British »
Guiane last year esagid thisz about the P.U.C. - paragreph 63 - "There
is very little dnubt thet despite the loud protestations »f the
trade union leaders to the contrary, prliticel affinities and
aspirations played a large pert in shaping their policy and formu-
lsting their progremme of o»ffering resistance t7 the budget and
making a determined effort t5 change the Government in »ffice".

In 1953, safter only 4% months in afficey my popular
demacratically elected goverhment was forcibly removed from office.
Lzst year another attempt was made. One »f the chief instigators,
the leader 7f the fascist-minded United Force, told the Riot
Commission thet he saw his function to oppnse, exporse and depose
the Government. Ab2ut this self-styled champion »f democracy snd
freedom the Commissinn ssid:

"We are constrasined t3 nbserve that his being
wedded t2 truth 4id n»t impnse s> stern o
cloisteral igsletion uposn him ag nat to permit
gn 2ccagional 1iilicit snrtie, in »rder to taste
the seductive snd politicelly rewarding
adventure »f flirting with hgif-truths".

y -

You may wigh t2 askwhy. In 1953, the Britigh Goverument
2qid that I wanted t7 set up & eommuniat dietatorship. To prop up
its charge »f 8 red plot, the Britigh Government bssed its case on
8 12t of suppositions, on a 1ot of 'ifs' - if the drasstiec scti-u
was not taken a communist Government 'might' be set up.

Last year the excuse was g necessary though radical -
radical in our but n2t your context - budget. A Canadien visitor
gt the time commented that the increased tax 2n insurance companies
wag n? where nsar as high as thaee in 2perstiosn in this country.

Today the issue is the enactment 2f 2 law which yru have
been practising for yesrs. Our controversial 'Labour Relationes Bill!
is patterned after the Rooseveltian 'New Desl! Natisnsl Labnur
Relations Act. All it seeks t~ 4o is t» permit the conducting 2f
a poll t2 determining which union the emplayers should be 2bliged
t2 recognise. It is being slleged that this bill gives the Minister
wide pawers 45 substitute his authority for that »f the trade unions
or t2 give him ¢intral over the rights of the trade unions. The
scheme 2f the Bill provides for the wirkers themselves by secret
ballat conducted by an independent Commissioner »f Labour 19 vote
for the uniosn of theilr choice. Thig same Bill incidentslily, was 2ne
5f the reesons far the fall »>f my 1953 Gavernment. The suger
kings would brn2k no interference with their unlimited domination,
in particulsr, 2ver their company union.

Tadsy the world is gripped by tw? concepts - hunger snd
change. We are csught up in a vieinus circle of poverty. Science
has braught sur world cliser together. Man has within his grasp the
banishment »f hunger, disease snd insecurity. Yet man seems t7 be
maving further and further apart. In a physical sense we are in one
worlde But in the sycin-seonomic sense we sre living in two -
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a world of the rich and a world of the poor; 2 world, ss the late
Bernard Shaw 50 aptly put it, of large asppetites and no dinners at
one extreme gnd 2 world of larredinners and no appetites at the other.
Some stete it differently - a world of non-producing possessors and s
world of non-possesging producers. The non-possessing producers, the
working people the world over are in the grip »f hunger and want.

They are no longer grepared 10 accept the 'pie in the sky' formula.
They are restive. They want change. IExplosions and violent
revolutions are taking place everywhere. The problem of today simply
stated 1s the dilemma of the non-producing possessors, 0f the
capitalist class. They do not want viclent explosions znd revolutions.
But neither do they want change.

What is responsible for poverty in the midst of plenty?
Should there be idle hands, idle lands 2nd idle factories? Can
poverty be sbolished in the Cold War stmosphere?

Some of us who {ry to probe and find answers are attacked -
and viclously at that. The late Priwe Minister of Ceylon,
Mr. Bandaranaike once =sid: - "I cznmot help being amused at times
when the Press, or certain sections of it accuse me of dictatorial
action, shout out and scream out their adherence 49 the principles
7t democracy, when, as a matter of fact, thelr own position provides
one of the most pernicious 2nd vicious dictatorships pessible in the
world. That is, a dictatorship of the press"..

Not ton long ago, His Excellency, Dr. Azikiwe, Governor
General of Higeria attacked the foreign press for its sttitude
towards Africg and African development.

Right now untruths and half-truths are being peddled
against my Government at home and abrosad.

The fac. of the matter is simply this -~ the ront cause of
poverty, digease, insecurity and a low cultural level of development
is capltalism snd imperislism. Technology has advanced to a point
where all of man's needs could almost be fully met. But the problem
is ownership and control 2f the moang of production, which are
geared not for ithe sstigfaction of man's wants, but for profit.

Some of the medicine men 2f capitalism and imperialism tell
us that the pior will always be with us. They tell us that the pooar
are getting pnorer.

A decade 2gny we were told by the United Uations that one-
fifth 2f the world's population living in the industrialised develnped
countries of the world were earning two-tlirds of the world's income
as compared with twn thirds of the world's populatiosn living in the
underdeveloped countries earning less than a2 sixth of the world's
incnome. Todav the gap in living standards between the wealthy and
the poor; the developed and underdeveloped, countries is getting wider.

Iadies 2nd gentlemen, let the medicine men tell us why,
Let them tell us not only about effects, but causes - the roots of
backwardness and hunger.

I ssy categorically that imperislism is the root cause,
is the resson why underdeveloped countries are caught up in a vicious
circle of poverty. The developed countries have fashioned and
subjugated the economies 2 sur countries for their own advantage
s a raw materisl base, 2s g warket £or industrislized goods and
gs an area f£or the extraction of super profits.
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Let us take the srea of Latin Americs. The econnoy of
practically every Latin Americsn state iz distorted and iwbalanced,
depending principally ou one primary crop »r minerzl. The
following gives some detsils:-

Tin - 59% of Bolivia's exports

Chffee

86% »f Colombia's exparts
61% of Hoiti's exports

74% ~f Brazil's exports

517 of Nicaragua's exparts
84% »f El Salvador's exports
82% »f Guatemsla's exports

Sugar - 85% of Cuba's exports
50% ~f Dominican Kepublic's exports

564 of FBeudor's exports
66% of Honduras' exports
52% of Uruguay's exports
59% of Costa Rica's exports

Bananas

Copper - 63% »f Chile's exparts
0il - 94% of Venezuela's exports

In British Guiena the bulk »f 2ur export income comes from
bauxite and sugsr gnd its by-prnducts. In the Caribbean and in
Latin America, we ore predominantly agricultural. Yet, even foods
have t2 be imparted. In British Guiana we import flour, butter,
cheese, tinned milk, potatoes, onionsy to list a few.

Latifundia, large foreign lend holdings gnd land idleness,
result in terrific land hunger and piverty on 2 wide scale. Unlike
the developed countries of the West, where the bulk 2f America's
private investwents went inty» menufacturing industries Ior the
home narket, the bulk in the underdevelnped countries went into
extractive industries for expart. Lzstin Americas takes ﬁ’of United
States expirts z2nd provides % >f the iwports, without which,
according to Hubert L. Matthews, the U.S.A. will be reduced 17 a
"'sacond rote nation". Foreign investments took out from Latin
Americe s net drain oF $3% billion in the decade 1946-1955.

Returns on investment are fantasticslly high. During the same
perind, sccording to U.N. Stetistics every dollar invested reaped $3.17.

Ioans were forthcoming for infra structure development, for
roadsy railways and herbours but not t2 develop the commanding
helghts in the public sectar. The result is that Latin America is
today in the classic predicament »f 2 debtor having t2 borrow to
meet loan payments. In 1956 Latin Americs received $458 million in
loans. However, in thst yesr she psid »ut exactly %450 million in
principal and interest on previous loans.

We in the Caribbean and Latin America are subject t2 the
inegualities 2f international trade. WYe zre forced t2 gell cheap
and buy dear. Africans snd Asians still work for two and three
shillings a day. In 2ur srea, wages are higher, but by no means
comparable with thnse in the "metropolitan' countries. By increased
public expenditure, by pump priming, the U.S.A. is tempsrarily able
to ally the deletorious effects of recession snd any downturn in the
eeonomy. DBut what about Latin Americas whose econcmy ig s§7 closely
tied. Mr. Raul Prebitch, Ixecutive Head »f E.C.L.A., in an annual
repart printed out that in 1958 as ¢ompared with 1957 there was nnt
only a decline in volume but g fall in prices ss well. This was
sbrat $700 million. A post war decade rete 2f net per caput annual
national income of sbout 2.2% has dropped to about zern.
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In recent years, prices for minerals, metals and agricultural
praducts draopped by as much as 40 4o 50%. At the same time the zverage
price which Letin America paid for its imports from U.S.A. rose by
about 11%. These falling prices had disastrous effects <n the economies
o9f several countries. On April 24, 1962, the New York Timgs carried n
story 7n the annuzl meeting »f the Inter-American Development BZank in
Buenos Alrcs which said in part:

"Pingnce Minister Jarge Mejla Palaecin »f Colowmbis said
his cruntry had lost twn t2 three times as much foreign
income from fslling c¢offee prices as it had received 1n
Allignce for Progress credits. He said the m2in thing
the Alliance could accormplish would be a long term world
coffee psct. "Until this comes about” Sendr Yejis
asserted, "the help that is given us, however generous
it may be, will nat be blood t7 vitalize our ecornomies,
as was planned, but simply tranquilizers to avoid =a
total cnllapse'”.

Former President Kubitchek »f Brazil, asked by the Organisa-
tion of Americen States 11 wake a criticsl re-examinaticsn of the »ne
year nld Allisnce for Progress progremme said:

"Lets be frank. The prices for Lestin America's basic f99d
and raw material exportz have deprecizted s» much that
this srea's income has declined more than $500 million
this year in terms of the price peid fr the same
commadities when I t29k nffice in 19%6. Thst $500 million
15 just about the amsunt that the Alliance for Progress
has put int~ Latin America since the progrsm began.

Logtin Americs ig therefore in the peculiar state ~f
g man wh is receiving bload transfusiosn in 2ne arm
and donating blaod through.the ~ther".

Seen in a wider perspective in relation t~ the United
Kingdom, in the lest seven years, the terms of trade changed by 20% to the
detriment »f the underdevelosped cruntries. The prices 2T g77ds the
latter sold fell by mne-Tifth relstively t7 the prices 7f the goods
they bought from the develonped aress. In cash terms this meant a
bty of about £600 millisn per year since 1856,

I have dealt with the areas nearest t» my cmwmntry. But the
arguments apply .equally 1o other undevelaped regions 2f the world -
Africa, Asia, the Middle Esst. Note also theat what was yesterdsy
developed is thday becoming underdevelodped. You in Canmds are now
becoming ineressingly awsre 3f this. Dven the UK. is becoming alarmed
gbout ~utgide economic penetreticn and conirsl. General De Gaulle
recently called far an exominztion »f the influences »f -utside capital.

There iz now a greater awareness that 1t is pwssible 19 carry
on imperialist control snd exploitatiom in sn undevelaped country without
retoining it as or meking it int» a direct and formsl calony.

‘We want nat only prlitical independence, Ve want als»
econ mic independence and social justice.

Gver the past 12 years, there have been stirrings »f the
appressed peaples, »f the underprivileged pesples, everywhere. The
warld wide national liberation movement have suffered sctbacks here
and there - in Venegzuela in 1948, in Iran in 1951, in British Guiana
in 195%, in Guatemala in 1954, =tc.

/ Reactizn ...



-5 =

Reaction has put power and authority in the hands »f completely
acquisitive individuals wh? have ceased t2 feel = sense »f public
respangibility. In the metropalitan chuntries, resctiom has meintained
itself in power by witchhunts, by confrrmism, by brivery of sections
o>f the wirking clazs, by creating prosperity-corruptad electors and
status zeckers, by devellping en attitude towards the rich which combines
envy with admiration. Abroed, particulsrly in c¢olonial dependent
territories, everythiong in the iwparializt grmoury hss been dne -
2pen bratal force, constituti-on-mongering and gerrymandering, conferring
21 knighthnaods and other titles and decorationg, schalsrships for the
colonial elite, experts ond advisers - o ecnsure firstly the delay »f
prlitical independence and secmdly continuity from e¢nlanial t2 post-
c2l-nial rule.

Where d» you stend, y~u, ladies and gentlemen ~f the press?
Are you for or sgsinst change? There are many wh? arc beginning
serisusly to questioin the role 9f the vress. How free is the free
press? Can there really be freedwm »f the press under the present
system? Is press-ownership and contr-l leading t2 thought and
idenlogical control? Is the press 2pposing social change 82 necessary
in 2ur times?

The press and »ther wess media of informatian . are today a
nulti-million dosller mwn»poly business. Speaking befsre s Royal
Commission »f the press, Lord Besverbr29k ance said - "I am not
comcerned with the consumer 2ne way =r an-ther. Wy interests are two-
£21ld. The first t~ make money". Propsgsnda sgainst cancer is killed
on behalf »f the tobaccr wmandpnliste. Publicstions such asg Consumers
Uni>n and Comsumers Research which tell coansumers abrut best quality
buys arc refused advertising space for fear that the big natimel
advertisers would sbject. Nothing must be d-ne which might adversely
affect advertising inc-me which 18§ tho msisr incowme spinner. Little
woynder samedne has said that the firat freed m »f the press consistse
in its n7t being a business. But-profit is not the sHle Hbjective.
"I ran the paper g3lely for the purplse »f making propasgends and
with n2 ~ther ~bject". 37 sgid the ambiguous Lord Beaverbrisk om
andther 2ccssiom in his evidence bef-re the Roysl Press Coumission.

freedom »f the press in such 2 situstin thersfrre becomes
little m~re than 2 phrase, en agbstraction. Thrught contrsl is
exercised by :ho owners in g multitude ~f ways, n2t nly through the
advertisers, out glsy through the selceti~n »f editrrs snd jrurnalists,
among ~ther things. That the mass medig »f infrrmatisn is nnt serving
its function satisfactorily is being voiced by pers-ns in high places.
Supreme Cawrt Justice William €. Douglas recently ssid - "Why has
gilence avertaken us? Vhy hes the pattern of ns discuseion reached
int? et mic testing, dissrmament, Berlin and »ther issues that involve
the problems »f survival »r extincti»n? Is foreign porlicy - the key
7f life in thie nuclear age - beyoind the borundg »f debate? If s, how
can we, the people, ever free ~urzelves from military domination and
assert nur sovercign civiliagn preragative over all affairs »f siate -
2ver war as well as osver peace?"

I sgid in November 1961 when I addressed the Nstiosnsl Press
Club in Washington that it was not »ur democracy which was on trial,
but theirs. JTucreasingly more and moare Yesprnsible and fearless
members 2f ycur prafession are beginning t2 voice similar sentiments.
Vir. Walter Lippmann calls f9r an end »tf the c¢?ld war snd the dying
palicy »f the Dulles system »f pritectorates and client states.
Thig po2licy based wm the weepou »f anti-eommunism killed the Eomuly
Gallegns Government in Venezuela in 1948, the Mosedeq Gorvernment in
Iran in 1951, my Government in British Guisna in 1953 and the Arbenz
Government in Cuatemala in 19%4. But what hag this policy achieved?
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The Churchill-Truman-Dulles-Fisenhowor palicy »f crrdm sanitaire,
°f eontainment ~f cowmunism by a string »f militery baces iz in
shamblas. The Baghdsd Pact cracked up. NATG, SBATO and CENTG are
creaking at the sesms., Clicnt dictotors in MNorth Viitnezo, South
Karea, Gustemala, Argentiaa snd elsewhere are 2 great liability.
How can »ne talk absut frecdom and domdcracy when puppet military
dictators are cancelling free elections in S-uth Korea, Argentina,
Gusotemala, efc.?

Hw szafe can demzeracy be with the militarists in c mmand,
with the »rganisation man and millions 2T d71lars behind him?

Pr-fessor Alexander Heard in his recent study on the "Coszte »f
Demyeracy' published by the University ~f Uorth Car-line Press tells
ug 2f the fentestic sums which are today reguired o finance an
election campsign snd the very large contributi~ng made by big
business ¥~ the majer prliticgl parties. In the s cslled dafence
7f freed>m and demdcracy, the Christian anti-communist crusede
journeyed 1t~ British Guians in 1961 and helped the 2pporeition
campaign with. organisation and mowney, equivalent to $45,000
(accarding t7 their own admissiong no drubt it waes much mvre).

Can demneracy survive when it takes $3 million to elect s senatsr.in
the U.S.A.7

How gafe is dem2crscy under the spell of the 'Hidden
Persuaders', the mitivation analyste and the motivetion researchers?
Conzumers, we are to1ld, by the manufacturers and the advertising
agencies, buy a promise; n2t lanolin, but hope; no¥ aranges but
vitality; no>t gn sut» but prestige. Mr. Vance Packard tells us
that "people's sub-surface desires, needs and drives are probed t2
find thelr points »f vulnerability”. If consumers fall victim,
what abiutl the votors?

Ladies and gentlewmen, we sre living in times which try
men's gouls. The hwur ds late. The peple the wirld asver can not
be fr2led any longer. VWitch hunting is not enough. Gone are the days
when a king could say that the only right the pedple hed was the right
tn be governed, whon a Bishop could get up in the House of Lords and
proclaim that all the pevple had to d7 with laws was 2 2bey thom.
Today in their quest far freedom snd bread, they want nnt abstractions,
but sctuality.

Anat~le Prance once said thaet "the law in its majestic
equality Torbids rich and posar alike to sleep under arches, 12 beg in
the streets snd $2/steal brecad”. "This equality”, he sdded '"is one
f the benefits »f the Revolutiom'.

Will the revhlution be peaceful or non-peaceful? Will
sucialists. like me be allowed %2 bring about sur millenium by peace-
ful means? ©Or is Fidel Caztro's way »f armed struggle the 2nly way out?
Today in the neme ~f demncracy the weapon >f gnti-communism is used t2
attack us. Centuries ag>, =scientists like Capernicus and Gzlilen and
philasophers like Locke, Spinoza, Kant were put t> th: staks, were
exiled for holding and disseminating so called 'hereticsl' doctrines.
At the time »f the Americen Revolution, levellers and republicans were
as dangeritus as taday's eommunizts. At the turn °f this century,
s clalists were deemed gs crafty sgitators.

Ladies eand gentlomen »f the npress, you hdve a great weapin.
You als> have g grave respynsibility. You have the power »f destroying
some nf us wh»y propnse t9 reconstruct, whn propase to rebuild. You
alsa have the powor and, I say, the purpase »f preventing bigots and
lgnoramuses from blowing up the world.

Which will you cho28e? You Capadisns have a nable traditiom.
In the early paert of this century you led the snti-enlonial struggle.
The Statuts 2f Westminster sisnds as sn ~utstanding monument. In
these days of jingoism you can give leadership. Let it not be ssid
that at the criticel juncture »f man's history you have failed.
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Whetever you decide, remember this: The pezople are
indestructivle. You may beat them, gag them, detain them,
imprison them, sh<>t and toll the bell for them, but they
will rise again, not mysteriously, but inevitably. And we
who gpegk for them ond voice their aspirstions will never be
silenced,
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